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Director & Concept Irine Vela. Writers: Bryan Andy, Kush Kuly, Sahra Davoudi, EIl Amal Women'’s

Ensemble, Samah Sabawi, Patricia Cornelius, Angela Costi. Outer Urban Projects. Arts House, North
Melbourne. 22 April — 3 May 2026

Vigil isn't just a theatrical show; it is an entrancing, enveloping experience that sweeps up the audience in a
series of images, revelations and insights. The emphasis may skew to violence toward women and ask, ‘Who
is safe?’ and note the friction between races, colours and the exclusion of the Other — but without
descending into despair, negativity and darkness.

Once again, director Irine Vela and producer Kate Gillick have gathered together a large and disparate cast,
combining elements that reflect aspects of urban and community life in the ‘burbs. Across ninety minutes,
we begin at a wedding with ululating traditionally dressed women in celebration; we move to dramatic
sketches, direct address monologues and disturbing but beautiful dance.
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Nathan Burmeister's set spreads itself right across the big space of the Arts House, giving us a series of

tram compartments (the seat fabric instantly recognisable) in which much of the late-night action takes
place. But, together with Richard Vabre's lighting and Vela’s sound design and compositions, it's an
adaptable space that includes dark streets, a nightclub bar and grassy banks over which dancers glide and
combine in Tara Jade Samaya'’s sinuous, sensuous choreography.

Standouts are incidents on trams where cultures and skin colours clash only to reconcile in solidarity or
laughter, or the defiant bravery of a young woman'’s refusal to be cowed by ever present violence. Clearly a
principle of community and inclusion is paramount — Middle Eastern, Greek, African, Australian Indigenous
and Skips. If at times the acting is uneven, and the show itself comes too close to agit prop, the warmth,

sincerity and inclusive spirit carries all before it.

In this limited space, | can't name and praise the seventeen individual cast members, the writing mentors
and dramaturgs, the musicians and their marvellous variety of instruments that provide so many haunting,
exotic sounds, or the big production team that has melded all this together. | wish | could. (The Outer
Urban Projects website has the names and biographies.)
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Outer Urban Projects brings outer urban into the city and demonstrates the variety and vitality of our ethnic

communities. Whenever | see an ad for a new show by Irine Vela, | want to see it —and have done now for a
dozen years. She (wonderful on the mandolin too) and Kate Gillick are powerhouses able to enthuse,
organise and bring together combinations and spectacles to illuminate and reveal the unexpected - shows
that surely would not exist otherwise and bring them before us. This is ‘community theatre ‘at its best — and
doing what community theatre does best.

Michael Brindley

Photographer: Gregory Lorenzutti

Subscribe to our E-Newsletter, buy our latest print edition or find a Performing Arts book at Book

Nook.
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