
 

 

 
SEEKING A CO-CHAIR FOR OUTER URBAN PROJECTS 
  
Outer Urban Projects is seeking a Board Director with experience in the arts to take on a Co-Chair role, 
working with the existing Co-Chair Will Dawson and an experienced Board to support the continued growth 
and development of the company.    
  
Outer Urban Projects, founded in 2012, is a vital player in the Australian arts landscape. We have forged a 
dynamic intergenerational performing arts company that collaborates with emerging artists and their 
communities in the outer northern suburbs of Melbourne. We deliver artistic projects that are ambitious in 
reach. Under the leadership of Executive Producer and Co-CEO Kate Gillick and Artistic Director and Co-CEO 
Irine Vela, Outer Urban Projects has forged a dynamic company delivering a community and artistic program 
that reflects the face of contemporary Australia.   
 
The company is fortunate to be a long-standing recipient of Creative Australia and Creative Victoria 4-year 
investment funding, and in 2026 will deliver VIGIL; A polyvocal theatre work made by visionary communities 
and creatives examining the intersections of public and private safety, race, gender, and terror in the streets of 
our city. VIGIL has received support of Creative Australia’s inaugural Creative Futures Fund which distributed 
$7.8 million to 20 organisations in 2025. 
 
The Outer Urban Projects Board has oversight of the strategic direction of the organisation and ensures 
compliance with our obligations as a government and philanthropically funded public benevolent institution 
registered with the ACNC and with DGR status.  
  
The Board is responsible for contributing to the strategic direction for Outer Urban Projects, as well as for the 
achievement of the highest standards of governance including ensuring the financial viability, solvency and 
sustainability of the organisation. The Board also oversees the Artistic Framework for the organisation.  
 
Particular skills and capabilities we are seeking at this time include: 
 
We are looking for an exceptional leader who has an affinity with Community Arts and Cultural Development 
organisations working with limited resources (including budget and staff numbers) and can use their 
understanding of the arts sector to provide strategy and governance oversight as part of an experienced Board 
of Directors. 
 
The ideal candidate has some experience in governance through serving on or reporting to a Board in the arts 
and/or non-profit sectors and can use their expertise to contribute to ongoing and important work regarding 
policy development, best-practice governance and risk mitigation. 
 
An appreciation for the outer northern suburbs of Naarm (Melbourne) is a must, and experience in 
philanthropy, government relations, strategic planning, financial literacy and people and culture are all highly 
desirable qualities. Lived experience relevant to the purpose of Outer Urban Projects - exploring the pressing 
narratives of contemporary society through culturally and linguistically diverse performances, artists and 
audiences is highly valued. 
   
 

https://www.outerurbanprojects.org/works/vigil/


 

 

The role is unpaid and will require attendance at five Board meetings annually, relevant subcommittee 
meetings, an annual strategic planning day, as well as other ad hoc training and a commitment to using your 
skills to support the organisation to flourish. Meetings are held at the company’s offices in Coburg North and 
online.  
  
Board terms are for 2 x three-years with the option of a third term.  
 
The incoming Co-Chair will participate in a thorough handover with the continuing Co-Chair and the outgoing 
Co-Chair, Co-CEOs and other staff members. The ideal candidate will observe their first meeting in May 2026, 
attend a planning day and Board meeting in July/August and formally assume the role of Co-Chair in December 
2026. 
  
Application process 
 

• Applications can be addressed to Co-Chair Will Dawson at will.dawson90@gmail.com. 
• Applications will be accepted until 9am Monday, 27 April 2026. 
• Applications must include a resume (max 2 pages) and accompanying cover letter outlining why you 

are interested in being the Co-Chair and provide information about the skills, experience and 
capabilities you can bring to the organisation. The values of Outer Urban Projects are diversity, 
resistance and protest, transformation, and artistic merit can help guide applications for the Co-Chair 
role. 

• Interviews will be conducted by Directors of the Board in the month after applications close. 
• Time permitting, the successful candidate will be invited to observe a Board meeting on Monday, 18 

May, and will be co-opted to a casual vacancy at the Saturday, 18 July Board and Strategy Planning 
Day. 

 
Enquiries   
 
To find out more about the organisation and becoming a Board Director contact Will Dawson on 
will.dawson90@gmail.com and refer to website www.outerurbanprojects.org. 
  
Other links and resources 
 

• Attend upcoming season of VIGIL at Arts House https://bit.ly/4pf8Adv Wednesday, 22 April – Sunday, 
3 May 

• Watch KIN – Dudi & Jojo as part of London Documentary Film Festival - Streaming: 24 March - 23 April 
https://bit.ly/KIN-DudiandJojo_DocLND  

• Watch VIGIL Short Film https://www.outerurbanprojects.org/works/vigil-short-film/ 
• Outer Urban Projects Vimeo Chanel https://vimeo.com/user17494998 

 
Socials  

https://au.linkedin.com/company/outer-urban-projects  
instagram.com/outerurban/ 
https://www.facebook.com/outerurbanprojects/   
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