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The Hope
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Surviving the Peace
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DIRECTOR’S NOTES
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Sahra Davoudi
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A series of acts of violence and femicides shocked, saddened and angered us. It broke our
hearts. The corresponding protests and vigils, while the MeToo and Black Lives Matter
movement were gaining momentum, provided the impetus to create VIGIL and to ask the

question: how safe is our city and for whom?

We gathered community groups, playwrights, dance artists, poets, actors and emerging artists
to examine the acts of public and private terror that confront us daily, in what is considered one
of the safest cities in the world. Each responded on their own terms, with their unique voices.

Escalating global terror and wars, displacement and persecutions impact our communities who
live in a constant state of anxiety and uncertainty. The non recognition of Australia’s genocide
haunts our psyche.

VIGIL aims to illuminate the lives that have been forgotten, ignored, and taken. To honour them.
To seek justice.

Irine Vela
Artistic Director | Outer Urban Projects



ABOUT OUTER URBAN PROJECTS

Inthe ecology that Outer Urban Projects creates and inhabits, excellence in art is a form of protest
and resistance —itis where ghettoised, ignored and compelling voices and bodies can aspire, thrive
and inspire change because they have powerful stories to tell and the hunger and means to do so.
outerurbanprojects.org

JOIN THE OUTER URBAN PROJECTS ALLIANCE

All Outer Urban Projects’ work, on and off the stage, couldn't be achieved without our
generous partners and supporters. Join the Outer Urban Projects Alliance: Our community
of artists, donors, arts workers, audiences, community members, pro bono experts,
volunteers, and leaders.

Quu HERE

Connect with us in the foyer after the show to find out more.

VIGIL has been developed and presented with partnership support from the Australian Government
through Creative Australia and its arts funding and advisory body including Creative Futures Fund
(development), the Victorian Government through Creative Victoria, Arts House — City of Melbourne,
Banksia Gardens Community Services including El Amal Arabic Speaking Women’s Group, Oorja Indian
Migrant Women'’s Group, and Didi Bahini Samaj Nepalese Women’s Group, Hume City Council, Merri-bek
City Council — Merri-bek Youth Services, Besen Family Foundation, Brian Davis Charitable Foundation, Inner
North Community Foundation, supporters Crispin Butteriss and Amy Hubbard and Reve Fund and Webster
Fund, sub-funds of Australian Communities Foundation and Next Wave Brunswick Mechanics Institute,
Malthouse Theatre Company and Lucy Guerin Inc — WXYZ Studios.

Outer Urban Projects would like to thank presenting partner Arts House — City of Melbourne, staff including
Naomi Velaphi, Louana Sainsbury, Adam Seymour, Artemis Munoz, Bart Mangan, Ben Starick, Katy Roubin,
Monique Chiari, Olivia Anderson, Sarah Rowbottam and Varsha Ramesh. Banksia Gardens Community
Services team Fakaoho Tupou, Gina Dougall, Jaime de Loma-Osorio Ricon, Sapna Khadka, and Thaera Yonan.
Wurundjeri Cultural Consultants Aunty Annette Xiberras, Aunty Gail Smith, and Charley Woolmore. Past
development artists and arts workers including Adrienne Chisholm, Ajak Kwai, Amarachi Logo, Connor Ross,
Damian Seddon, Emi Day, Gina Gascoigne, Israel Aloni, Ivy-Victoria Otradovec, Jennifer Large, Jonathan
Reiter, Mary Sitarenos, Maryanne Lynch, Nicki Benza, Phoebe Grainer, Pippa Samaya, Renae Shadler, Ron
Peers, Stella Horta, Steph Young, Tamara Bouman, Tariro Movondo, Thaedra Fragos, Trevor Carter, Wani
Toaishara. Thanks to former Outer Urban Projects team members Shelley Neergard and Simone Etheve and
our Board Co-Chairs Tahlia Azaria, Will Dawson and the Outer Urban Projects’ Board.

VIGIL explores strong themes. [
If you or someone you know needs support,
please visit our Community Support Resources page. [kt
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https://www.outerurbanprojects.org/donate/
https://www.outerurbanprojects.org/

