
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
VIGIL TEAM 
         

Director and Concept  Irine Vela  

WRITERS 
Bryan Andy Samah Sabawi 
Kush Kuiy Patricia Cornelius 
Sahra Davoudi Angela Costi 
El Amal Women’s Ensemble 
 

   CHOREOGRAPHER Tara Jade Samaya 
 
   Composition, Sound Designer                                         Irine Vela 
   Lighting Designer Richard Vabre 

Set Designer Nathan Burmeister 
Costume Designer Harriet Oxley 
Assistant Director Katerina Kotsonis 
Dramaturgs Irine Vela and Mari Lourey 
Additional text Cast and Director 
 
CAST 
Ali Ammouchi Nic Synot 
Angela Costi Nyawuda Chuol 
Carly Sheppard Paddy Montgomery 
Georgia Rudd Rebecca Robinson  
Joshinder Chaggar  Sahra Davoudi 
Kamarra Bell-Wykes  Sermsah Bin Saad 
Michaela Tancheff Taj Aldeeb 
Michelle Heaven El Amal Women’s Ensemble 
Navera Ari  

 
PRODUCER                                                                         Kate Gillick 

 
PRODUCTION 
Production Manager Genevieve Cizevskis 
Stage Manager Jo Leishman 
Assistant Stage Manager Margot Storm 
Sound Engineer  Siiri Metsar 
Voice Coach  Margaret Mills 
Writing mentors Samah Sabawi and Christos Tsiolkas 
Script Consultant – ‘Dhalanan Mulana’ Andrea James 
Recording  Irine Vela and Evripides Evripidou  
Mixing and Mastering Evripides Evripidou 
Costume Assistant Jillian Wilson 
Studio musicians Irine Vela, Dan Witton, Mulaim Vela and 
 Vahideh Eisai 
Producer 2025 Development Lara Week 
Consulting Producer 2024-25 Development  Kath Papas 



 
OUTER URBAN PROJECTS 
Artistic Director and Co-CEO  Irine Vela 
Executive Producer and Co-CEO Kate Gillick 
General Manager David Ralph 
Finance Manager Ruby Bhullar 
Projects and Marketing Coordinator Rahila Merchant 
Administration and Finance Coordinator Peta Kalis 
Education Producer                                                          Claire Wearne  

Cultural Community Development Workers Hala Attala Saba and Flora Merrett 
Community Engagement Envoy  Luke King   
Guest and Media Liaison Takashi Takiguchi 
Promotions Assistant Emrah Eroglu  
 
Graphic Design Brooke Giacomin and Shelby De Fazio 
Photographers and Videographers (publication) Miguel Rios and Meredith O’Shea 
 
VIGIL 
The Hope El Amal Women’s Ensemble  
A Good Night Out Patricia Cornelius 
Delilah Kush Kuiy  
Dhalanan Mulana Bryan Andy 
Donya and Kerem Sahra Davoudi 
Surviving the Peace  Samah Sabawi 

   Good Night - For the young woman I saw on  Angela Costi 
the tram   

    
DIRECTOR’S NOTES 
A series of acts of violence and femicides shocked, saddened and angered us. It broke our 
hearts. The corresponding protests and vigils, while the MeToo and Black Lives Matter 
movement were gaining momentum, provided the impetus to create VIGIL and to ask the 
question: how safe is our city and for whom?    
 
We gathered community groups, playwrights, dance artists, poets, actors and emerging artists 
to examine the acts of public and private terror that confront us daily, in what is considered one 
of the safest cities in the world. Each responded on their own terms, with their unique voices.  
 
Escalating global terror and wars, displacement and persecutions impact our communities who 
live in a constant state of anxiety and uncertainty. The non recognition of Australia’s genocide 
haunts our psyche.   
 
VIGIL aims to illuminate the lives that have been forgotten, ignored, and taken. To honour them. 
To seek justice.     
 
Irine Vela  
Artistic Director | Outer Urban Projects  
 
 



 
ABOUT OUTER URBAN PROJECTS 
In the ecology that Outer Urban Projects creates and inhabits, excellence in art is a form of protest 
and resistance – it is where ghettoised, ignored and compelling voices and bodies can aspire, thrive 
and inspire change because they have powerful stories to tell and the hunger and means to do so.  
outerurbanprojects.org 
 

 
 
All Outer Urban Projects’ work, on and off the stage, couldn't be achieved without our 
generous partners and supporters.  Join the Outer Urban Projects Alliance: Our community 
of artists, donors, arts workers, audiences, community members, pro bono experts, 
volunteers, and leaders.  
 
Connect with us in the foyer after the show to find out more.  
 

 
VIGIL has been developed and presented with partnership support from the Australian Government 
through Creative Australia and its arts funding and advisory body including Creative Futures Fund 
(development), the Victorian Government through Creative Victoria, Arts House – City of Melbourne, 
Banksia Gardens Community Services including El Amal Arabic Speaking Women’s Group, Oorja Indian 
Migrant Women’s Group, and Didi Bahini Samaj Nepalese Women’s Group, Hume City Council, Merri-bek 
City Council – Merri-bek Youth Services, Besen Family Foundation, Brian Davis Charitable Foundation, Inner 
North Community Foundation, supporters Crispin Butteriss and Amy Hubbard and Reve Fund and Webster 
Fund, sub-funds of Australian Communities Foundation and Next Wave Brunswick Mechanics Institute, 
Malthouse Theatre Company and Lucy Guerin Inc – WXYZ Studios.  
 
Outer Urban Projects would like to thank presenting partner Arts House – City of Melbourne, staff including 
Naomi Velaphi, Louana Sainsbury, Adam Seymour, Artemis Munoz, Bart Mangan, Ben Starick, Katy Roubin, 
Monique Chiari, Olivia Anderson, Sarah Rowbottam and Varsha Ramesh. Banksia Gardens Community 
Services team Fakaoho Tupou, Gina Dougall, Jaime de Loma-Osorio Ricon, Sapna Khadka, and Thaera Yonan. 
Wurundjeri Cultural Consultants Aunty Annette Xiberras, Aunty Gail Smith, and Charley Woolmore. Past 
development artists and arts workers including Adrienne Chisholm, Ajak Kwai, Amarachi Logo, Connor Ross, 
Damian Seddon, Emi Day, Gina Gascoigne, Israel Aloni, Ivy-Victoria Otradovec, Jennifer Large, Jonathan 
Reiter, Mary Sitarenos, Maryanne Lynch, Nicki Benza, Phoebe Grainer, Pippa Samaya, Renae Shadler, Ron 
Peers, Stella Horta, Steph Young, Tamara Bouman, Tariro Movondo, Thaedra Fragos, Trevor Carter, Wani 
Toaishara. Thanks to former Outer Urban Projects team members Shelley Neergard and Simone Etheve and 
our Board Co-Chairs Tahlia Azaria, Will Dawson and the Outer Urban Projects’ Board. 

 
VIGIL explores strong themes.  

If you or someone you know needs support, 
please visit our Community Support Resources page. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

https://www.outerurbanprojects.org/donate/
https://www.outerurbanprojects.org/

